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COMPLIANT LETTER TO THE CT AfMS UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.121 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sin 

Certificate of Mailing 

Commissioner for Patent^ P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 2 



Brenda L. Lopez . f f ■ c;„ n . t „ ir .~ 

Typed Of prints ntm* afperson «gnin 8 Ib.l cert.hcalc Signature 



g^f^ 



In response to the Official Action dated October 23, 2003, Applicants 
respectfully request entry of the following corrected amendments to the claims m the 
above-identified application. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which 
begins on page 2 of this paper. 
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Appl. No. 09/851,264 

Amdt. dated November 21, 2O03 

Reply to Office Action of October 23, 2003 



Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A method for the dehydrocyclization and/or 
isomerization of an aliphatic hydrocarbon comprising contacting the hydrocarbon at a 
temperature in the range of from 370°C to 600°C with a catalyst so as to convert at 
least part of the hydrocarbon into an aromatic hydrocarbon, the catalyst comprising a 
Group VIII metal and gallium-containing LTL zeolite form ed of cylindrical 
cr ystallites having base! planes so shaped that Ihe ratio of axtalj ength of curved 
cylindrical surface to the overall axial length of the crystallite is greater than 0.9, the 
length of tho crystallites^s^m^r^v^^ the mean diameter of the crystallites is in 
the range of at least 0.05 microns up to less than 1 .5 microns and the mean length of 
the crystallites is less than 0.6 microns. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the mean diameter of the 
crystallites ranges from 0.3 to less than 1.5 microns. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein said diameter ranges from 
0.4 to 1 .0 microns. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the mean length of the 
crystallites ranges from 0.1 to less than 0.6 microns. 
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39. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein said length ranges from 
0.1 to 0.3 microns. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein the aspect ratio of length 
to diameter of said crystallites is at most 0.5. 

41. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 34, wherein the mean 
dtameter of said crystallites ranges from 0.3 to less than 1 .5 microns and the mean 
length of said crystallites ranges from 0.1 to less than M «© microns. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein said zeolite contains less 
than 0.2% by weight alumina. 
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Appl- No. 09/85 l t 264 

Amdt. dated November 21,. . j03 

Reply to Office Action of October 23. 2001 



R F.MARKS/ ARGUMENTS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the subject application in 
light of this Amendment and the Amendment and Response submitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office on November 2 1 , 2003. 

The presently pending claims are Claims 34 and 36-42. Claims 1-25 and 35 
have been cancelled. 



Date: lh^l!:nl 



Kespecuuuy suummw, 

Edward F. Sherer 
Attorney for Applicant 
Attorney Registration No. 29,588 



ExxonMobil Chemical Company 
Law Technology Department 
p. O. Box 2149 
Baytoun, Texas 77522 
(281) 834-5933 
Fax: (281)834-2495 
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